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1/3/2021 
 

Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether the COVID-19 testing for school staff and senior pupils will 

cover early years' staff, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 

(S5W-35218) 

Maree Todd: On the 2 February, the First Minister confirmed that the Scottish 

Government will introduce a routine testing programme for schools and childcare 

staff. This includes all Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) and School-aged 

Childcare (SAC) staff. 

 

The safety of children and childcare staff is a priority for the Scottish Government 

and, although the evidence continues to show that childcare settings are low risk 

environments, we understand the importance of offering staff and families as much 

reassurance as possible. Therefore, alongside the safety measures and 

mitigations settings are putting in place the regular testing of staff will help to 

further reduce risks in school, ELC and SAC environments. It will do so by helping 

to identify asymptomatic individuals in settings at the earliest possible opportunity, 

and asking them and their close contacts to self-isolate, thus minimising the 

likelihood of them passing on the virus. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government. further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills on 13 January 2020 (Official Report, c. 17), whether it will 

provide a breakdown of the allocation of the 70,000 devices for 

learners by local authority area. (S5W-35229) 

John Swinney: The following table shows the number of devices, ordered, 

received and distributed by end-January 2021, as reported by local authorities. 

Local authorities will report February figures in early March and 

we expect further devices will have been distributed. 
 
 

 
Local Authority 

Devices ordered 

but not yet 

received by 
council 

Devices received 

by council but not 

yet distributed 

Devices 

distributed 

to learners 

 
Total 

Aberdeen City 0 0 1777 1777 

Aberdeenshire 632 0 4100 4732 

Angus 0 0 1555 1555 

Argyll and Bute 39 0 1317 1356 

City of Edinburgh 0 0 2550 2550 

Clackmannanshire 33 0 828 861 

Dumfries and 
Galloway 

0 0 2371 2371 



Dundee City 100 0 2050 2150 

East Ayrshire 425 0 2138 2563 

East 
Dunbartonshire 

0 0 1015 1015 

East Lothian 399 0 1407 1806 

East Renfrewshire 33 0 590 623 

Falkirk 340 0 1500 1840 

Fife 826 0 4639 5465 

Glasgow City 0 0 7240 7240 

Highland 100 6 4517 4623 

Inverclyde 0 127 1073 1200 

Midlothian 0 0 1235 1235 

Moray 0 0 1315 1315 

Na h-Eileanan 
Siar 

0 0 357 357 

North Ayrshire 0 0 1734 1734 

North Lanarkshire 1253 2031 2756 6040 

Orkney Islands 0 0 275 275 

Perth and Kinross 600 100 1157 1857 

Renfrewshire 200 0 1600 1800 

Scottish Borders 0 25 291 316 

Shetland Islands 0 0 475 475 

South Ayrshire 15 236 1270 1521 

South Lanarkshire 0 400 5119 5519 

Stirling 266 0 1868 2134 

West 

Dunbartonshire 
1726 0 358 2084 

West Lothian 0 0 2905 2905 

Total 6987 2925 63382 73294 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of all funding 

committed specifically towards assisting pupils in catching up on lost learning. 

(S5W-35354) 

John Swinney: We know that Covid is affecting the learning of all children and 

young people, and we have published an Equity Audit examining the particular 

impact on children and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. This 

government is also investing £182m in the Scottish Attainment Challenge in 2021-

22, including £127m in Pupil Equity Funding to support those from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. This builds on the £750m investment in the Scottish Attainment 

Challenge over the course of this Parliament. 

 
Specific funding committed as part of a longer-term programme up to 2021-22 to 

enable children to catch-up on missed education includes: 

• £105m for additional teachers and other support staff 



• £90m to help offset the additional costs required to implement protection 

measures and support safe, open and welcoming schools 

• £25m devices & connectivity 

• £51m for free school meal alternatives during remote learning and 

school holidays 

• £45m support for schools and families 

• £60m education recovery funding to support and accelerate learning 

recovery 

 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out of the impact of 

school closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic on pupils’ education. (S5W-35419) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government published an Equity Audit on 13 January 

2021, which is available at Coronavirus (COVID-19): impact of school building 

closures - equity audit - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) . The report provides a range of 

evidence to further our understanding of the impact of school buildings closures 

and wider lockdown restrictions on children and young people, with a particular 

focus on those from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

Our National Improvement Framework and Improvement Plan contains a wealth of 

other evidence and analysis that extends our understanding of what works to drive 

improvements for children and young people across all parts of the Scottish 

education system. 

 
2/3/2021 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has regarding the prevalence of academic 
fraud through the use of so-called essay mills, and what legislation is in place or 
planned to address the issue. (S5W-35228) 

Richard Lochhead: Contract cheating is a global problem affecting higher 

education. Essay mills have the potential to damage the reputation of higher 

education throughout the world, so protecting against them is vital and we must be 

vigilant in cracking down on anyone involved in cheating or any kind of academic 

misconduct. 

 

While all universities have disciplinary procedures to tackle students who commit 

academic misconduct, I welcome the updated guidance Contracting to Cheat in 

Higher Education : How to Address Essay Mills and Contract Cheating and the 

Academic Integrity Charter for UK Higher Education published last year by the 

Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education which will help our institutions 

combat the use of essay mills, especially during the disruption caused by the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. 

 
I am aware that a Private Members Bill to prohibit the operation and advertising of 

essay mill services is currently before the UK Parliament. Any potential legislation 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/equity-audit-deepening-understanding-impact-covid-19-school-building-closures-children-socio-economically-disadvantaged-backgrounds-setting-clear-areas-focus-accelerating-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/equity-audit-deepening-understanding-impact-covid-19-school-building-closures-children-socio-economically-disadvantaged-backgrounds-setting-clear-areas-focus-accelerating-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/equity-audit-deepening-understanding-impact-covid-19-school-building-closures-children-socio-economically-disadvantaged-backgrounds-setting-clear-areas-focus-accelerating-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/2021-national-improvement-framework-improvement-plan/documents/achieving-excellence-equity-2021-national-improvement-framework-improvement-plan/achieving-excellence-equity-2021-national-improvement-framework-improvement-plan/govscot%3Adocument/achieving-excellence-equity-2021-national-improvement-framework-improvement-plan.pdf


to ban or regulate essay writing businesses is a reserved matter for the UK 

Government and we will continue to monitor developments with interest. 

 

3/3/2021 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government whether lateral flow testing kits will be made 

available to playgroup staff in time for the return of full education in early learning 

settings. (S5W-35275) 

Maree Todd: On the 2 February, the First Minister confirmed that the Scottish 

Government will introduce a routine testing programme for schools and childcare 

staff. This includes all Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) and School-aged 

Childcare staff (SAC) who work in a setting that is registered with the Care 

Inspectorate. 

 

Phase one of the testing programme is being rolled out to all schools, ELC and 

SAC settings that are attached to school buildings, during week commencing 22 

nd February. Phase two will see testing rolled out to all local authority and private, 

voluntary and independent led standalone settings which are not attached to 

schools. 

 

We are currently gathering data for settings, in conjunction with local author ty 
partners, to enable delivery of testing kits to settings included in phase two. 
We will confirm a delivery schedule for phase two, following this data 
collection. 
 
4/3/2021 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether early years staff are eligible for the 
lateral flow COVID-19 testing made available for the reopening of schools, 
and, if so, whether this includes early years staff in private settings that 
provide council-funded places to preschool and eligible two-year-olds. 
(S5W-35342) 

Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35275 on 3 
March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
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